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Kurt is 10 years old. He is in Grade 4 and he loves skateboarding and computer games.

Nilah is 12 years old and is in Grade 6. She spends her free time reading and drawing.

Lindiwe is 11 years old. She is in Grade 5and loves all kinds of sports. She is also doing her bit to save the environment.

Honey has moved in with Nilah. Honey is the smartest cat in the world!

Stinky lives 
with Kurt and 

his family. 
He is good 

at picking up 
things that are 
lying around!

Kurt is 10 years old. 
Kurt is 10 years old. He is in Grade 4 and he loves skateboarding and computer games.

things that are 
lying around!

Einstein is Rashied’s best friend!

Einstein is Rashied’s best friend!

Rashied is
13 years old. 
He is in Grade 7.He loves playing the drums and he loves all techno gadgets!
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DEVELOPS KEY SKILLS from the South African Curriculum

NOTES AND TIPS for parents

ANSWERS to the activities included
FUN AND ENGAGINGto keep kids motivated
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The first WATER CLOCK consisted
of small bowl with a hole in it. It was
      placed in a basin of water and allowed 

to sink as water seeped into it. The 
ancient greeks used water clocks 
to make sure that court trials and 
speeches did not go on for too long.

The sundial was used 
by the ancient
Babylonians around 
2000 BCE to divide
the day into 24 hours. 
It had a flat disc with
numbers and a thin, 
upright metal triangle 
in the middle. The sun 
made the metal
triangle cast a shadow 
on the disc surface
as it moved across
the sky. 

The Ancient Egyptians
used scales to measure 
grain. There are
hieroglyphics on the
walls of the pyramids
  that show this.

This measures MASS.

This measures 
VOLUME.

This m
easures TIM

E.

King Henry 1 of England, who 
lived in the 1100s declared 
that the distance from the tip 
of his nose to the end
of the thumb on his
outstretched arm
would equal a yard.

This m
easures D

ISTAN
CE.

Back in 
time! In ancient

times, people
often used their

bodies to measure things. 
The FOOT was a popular

unit of measurement. It is 
still used in some places
today. In the United States

a foot measures
       30.48 cm.
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