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Level 12 • Book 4

The life cycles
The life cycles

of animalsof animals

English

Supports

CAPS

Books in my level:

1. The choir competition

2. Do the right thing

3. Interesting places in South Africa

4. The life cycles of animals

5. Zak’s strange dream

6. Tselane and the giant

7. What should we do?

8. Interesting places in Africa

9. Extinct animals

10. Lefa’s problem sums

Level 12: 2–4 paragraphs per page. 

Limited visual cues. Stories and 

informational texts included.

Level 1: 1 word or 2-word phrases per page; 

strong visual cues aid understanding. 

Lots of repetition.

Level 2: 1–2 phrases/short sentences per 

page; strong visual cues aid understanding. 

Introduces question sentence structure. 

Lots of repetition. 

Level 3: 1–2 longer phrases or sentences 

per page; strong visual cues aid 

understanding. Has question sentences. 

Lots of repetition. 

Level 4: 1–2 varied phrases/sentences per 

page; strong visual cues aid understanding. 

Has question sentences. Lots of repetition. 

Level 5: 1–3 sentences per page; strong 

visual cues aid understanding. Some direct 

speech. Lots of repetition. 

Level 6: 1–4 sentences per page; strong 

visual cues aid understanding. Direct speech 

and past tense. Lots of repetition. 

Level 8: 1–2 short paragraphs; some visual 

cues on each page to aid understanding. 

Stories and informational texts included. 

Level 9: 1–2 short paragraphs; more 

complex language structures and some 

visual cues to aid understanding. 

Varied text styles. Stories and informational 

texts included. 

Level 10: 1–2 longer paragraphs; more 

complex language structures and some 

visual cues to aid understanding. Stories 

and informational texts included.

Level 11: 2–3 paragraphs per page. 

Limited visual cues. Stories and 

informational texts included.

Level 7: One paragraph (1–5 sentences) per 

page; strong visual cues aid understanding. 

Uses direct speech and past tense. 

Introduces information-style texts.

All animals are born, grow up and 

become adults. The life cycles of 

animals are very different. Find out 

about the life cycles of mammals, 

birds, amphibians and insects.
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SALAMANDERS SALAMANDERS 
LOOK LIKELOOK LIKE

LIZARDS, BUT LIZARDS, BUT 
THEY ARETHEY ARE

AMPHIBIANS, AMPHIBIANS, 
LIKE FROGS.LIKE FROGS.

The Fire
Salamander

              Sadly, there are no salamanders in South Africa.Sadly, there are no salamanders in South Africa.
They are mostly found in the USA and parts of Europe.They are mostly found in the USA and parts of Europe.

salamander
 life cycle

The female laysher eggs in groups inwater. After 30     days they hatch into larvae.

They keep their

tails (unlike frogs).

It takes two years

for a salamander
to grow.

After 20 days it
starts growing back legs. 
Soon afterwards the front 
legs appear. 

The larva

develops

lungs and after 

60 days there are 

no longer gills.

It has a long body
and a tail. It lives in the

water and breathes 
through gills. The larvae 
swims and hunts for its 

own food.
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